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A grant from the f,lontana Committee for the Humanities (t.lCH) totaling $2,975 has been 
awarded to the t-1ontana Chamber of Commerce for a portion of a one-day public conference 
Thursday (Sept. 13). 
The conference, entitled "A Public Affairs Forum," will be conducted at the 
Colonial Hilton in Helena. 
The t.ICH grant will fund the morning session of the conference consisting of four 
panel discussions in the areas of gambling, constitutional amendments, property taxation 
and consumer legislation in Montana. 
Bruce R. Sievers, ~1CH director, said the panels will be pro and con debates 
involving state political leaders, special interest group representatives and professors 
in the humanities. 
"The panels are designed to explore in-depth issues which are of particular 
importance to the future of the state," Sievers said. 
"The variety of views represented should provide a solid basis for decisions to be 
made in the coming legislative session," he added. 
Participants, listed by panel topics will include: 
Gambling--State Sen. Neil Lynch, Butte; State Sen. William Bertsche, Great Falls; UM 
instructor Howard Schwartz, Missoula. 
t-!ORE 
MCH AL'JARDS-- 2. 
Constitutional Amendments--John Toole, Missoula, vice president of the Montana 
Constitutional Convention (Con Con) ; State Sen. James Hoare, Two Dot; Charles Mahoney, 
Clancy, Con Con delegate; Professor Richard Roeder, Bozeman, professor of history at 
Montana State University and Con Con delegate. 
Consumerism--Or. Neil Butler, Denver, Colo., member of the law firm of Rothgerber, 
Appel and Powers; Dan t·lcPherson, t·linneapolis, rlinn., vice president of General ~!ills Co.; 
State Rep. Robert Harper, Helena; Professor Richard Reese, Helena, chairman of the Carroll 
College political science department. 
Property Taxation--John Bowman, Washington, Q_. ~·, member of the advisory commission 
on intergovernmental relations; State Sen. George Bennett, Helena; Keith Anderson, 
Helena, executive vice president of the ~lantana Taxpayers Association; Layton Thompson, 
Bozeman, professor emeritus of riSU economics department. 
The conference is open to the public at no charge. 
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